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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the persons whose names appear hereon of their intention to circulate
the petition within the City of Laguna Beach for the purpose of amending the Laguna Beach Municipal
Code to impose term limits for members of City Council. This shall serve as a formal written request that
a ballot title and summary of the initiative be prepared by the City Attorney. A statement of the reasons
for the proposed action as contemplated in the petition is as follows:

Statement of Reasons for the Initiative

The people of Laguna Beach deserve a City Council that is responsive to their needs and desires, one that
listens and adapts to the evolving priorities of the community, and seeks to maintain the unique charm of
our city. Unfortunately, when politicians are beholden to spedial interests or entrenched in power for
extended periods, they can become disconnected from the very people they were elected to serve. Long-
term incumbency often leads to complacency and a sense of entitlement, with elected officials focusing
more on maintaining their political positions than on addressing the real concerns of their constituents.
This can result in stagnation in city policies and a lack of progress in solving the issues that matter most
to the people of Laguna Beach,

One way to prevent this stagnation and ensure that the City Council remains engaged with the community
is through the implementation of term limits. Term limits encourage fresh ideas, prevent the rise of career
politicians, and promote greater community engagement. With new voices entering local politics
regularly, the City Council would remain dynamic and in touch with the desires and needs of residents.

A majority of cities in Orange County, including Laguna Niguel, Laguna Hills, Irvine, Aliso Viejo, San
Clemente, Lake Forest, Mission Viejo, Anaheim, Dana Point, Newport Beach, Huntington Beach, Costa
Mesa, and Seal Beach, have already enacted term limits for their elected officials. The same is true for the
Orange County Board of Supervisors, and California’s state Senate and Assembly legislators. These cities
and regions seem to recognize the value in establishing term limits.

Term limits in Laguna Beach would provide our city with the opportunity to thrive through a more open,
dynamic, and accessible government. The proposed initiative measure would amend the Laguna Beach
Municipal Code to impose a limit of two consecutive four-year terms for service on the City Council.
After serving two consecutive terms, a person would be prohibited from running for or being appointed to
the City Council for a period of two years. This approach would create opportunities for new voices to
emerge, ensuring that residents feel that they can actively participate in local governance without being
discouraged by entrenched politicians who prioritize their own political survival.
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